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Colonel Rogers Predicts D

MAYOR STRONG listened for three
hours yesterday afternoon to a bitterarraignment of the Greater New

York charter. Men learned in the lawveteranslike Wheeler H. Peckham, Horace
E. Eeming, ex-Judge Henry iS. Howland,
Simon Sterne and others equally eminentliftedup their voices in warning and entreatythat he should withhold his approvil
from the instrument he himself had helped
to frame.
They called the charter "crude," "vicious" "clumsy," "dangerous" and "illligesied."l'hfc..burden of their exhortaiy as, Tt is no charter at all! It is
rse chan no charter! Do not sign it,
. Mayor! At least give the citizens time
think it over!"
'hat, above all, was the argument with
lch the Mayor was assailed. "Let there
time for consideration," was the text
nearly every speech. "There is no hurry
out this consolidation. Let such im

rtantthings be done decently and in or;r."
Mayor Strong has the gift of not exhibitXhis emotions. He sat with his fingers
pporung ms ieit cneea, and railed to look
ther excited or apathetic, antagonistic or

mplaisant, stubborn or vacillating, surprisedor bored. His own position was a
peculiar one. Some of the speakers called
it a delicate one. As a member of the
Greater New York Commission he was one
of the sponsors of the charter. Yet here
were scores of men whom he respected,
representing organizations of influence and
repute, wrestling with him in their anxiety
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that he should exhibit his disapproval of
the work of his colleagues and himself.

Eloquence of Mr. Deming.
Of the speakers none produced a more

vivid effect than Horace E. Deming. His
sentences were as swift and keen as so

many thrusts with a rapier. His talk was
to William L. Strong, the man as well as
the Mayor. "You are this city's sole safeguard!"he exclaimed, pointing his finger
at the Mayor with the air of a prophet
exhorting a king. And again, "Are we

Cretans, to have any kind of government
thrust upon us by the onc^rt of certain
powers?" Loud was the applause that
broke forth when Mr. Deming sat down,
after exclaiming: "Let us not be like dumb
cattle, driven into a slaughter pen!"

It was in some respects one of the most
remarkable demonstrations known to the
municipal History or ivew xora. xne AiaermanlcChamber was crowded with the enemiesof the proposed charter. If It had any
friends present they* did not betray their
presence. The applause of those in the publicseats was heard when the most telling
points were made by the opposition, and
especially when veiled references were

made to Mr. Piatt by the use of such expressionsas "One man power."
Inside the railing was a formidable arrayof talent representing the Bar Association,together with men eminent in other

walks of life. Of the committee appointed
by the City Club to urge the Mayor not to
sign the charter, there were present:
Alfred E. Marling, Real Estate Exchange;

George L. Rives, Bar Association; J. Noble
Hayes, City Club; Charles Stewart Smith.
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Chamber of Commerce; M. R. Leverson and
William B. Ilornblower, Reform Club; Dr.
Thomas E. Satterthwaite, Academy of Medicine;W. E. Rogers, Union League Club;
Jefferson M. Levy, Board of Trade and
Transportation; John P. Leo, Builders'
League of Harlem, and Josiah C. Pumpelly,
City Improvement Society; Corporation
Counsel Scott, James L. Wells, Tax Commissioner,Safnuel McMillan, President of
the Park Board, and John G. Parsons, who
had been elected chairman of the committee.
Calor.el Waring and President Jerolon an,

of the Board of Aldermen, were among
those who lurked In ttV- Mayor's shadow,
and followed the speech-:s with close attention.At the outset of the hearing, Mayor
Strong announced that he would hear those
who were opposed to the charter before listeningto arguments in its favor. He
will resume the hearing this afternoon,
when ex-Mayor Abram S. Hewitt will be
heard against the charter.

Formidable List Opposed.
John E. Parsons acted as master of ceremonies.He opened the proceedings by recitingto the Mayor a list of the organizationsthat hnri declared themselves airainst

the charter. It was a formidable list, and
Mr. Parsons dwelt on the names with
unction. Then he told the Mayor in what
manner he had marshalled his oratorical
forces. As far as possible, he said, a representativeof each of the bodies he had
enumerated would make a speech urging a

specific objection against the charter. Beforesitting down Mr. Parsons quoted some

« rong remarks made by the Mayor 111 conuemnatlonof individual features of the
charter.
George L. Rives was the first speaker

for the Bar Association. He related how
that organization had appointed a committee,of which he was a member, to examinethe charter.
"As we proceeded," he said, "every memberbecame more deeply impressed with its

defects. This instrument was one of the
most imperfect pieces of legal workmanship
that had ever fallen into our hands. It is

* ,/#

/
full of blunders and full of repetition.
And, sir. bulky as it is, It does not begin
to cover the entire ground."

"It seems incredible," exclaimed Mr.
Rives, "that the lawyers who served 011

that commission should have recommended
anything so plainly unconstitutional. Such
Is the deliberate opinion of every member
c our committee, each one of whom is

-pared to make the statement over his
n signature, and on his own professional

sponsibility.
\fter commenting on what he cal d "the
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solidation. I did not vote for Mr. Bryan
at the late election, Mr. Mayor but Mr.
Bryan said one thing that is worth remem-
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friends at the Chicago Convention urged
him to force his own nomination at the
height of the boom he had created he replied:'No; the Presidential boom that
wont last over night is not worth having.'
Such is the attitude of the citizens of New
York toward consolidation."

Gentle Slap at Brooklyn.
Ex-Judge Henry E. Howland spoke of

"our friends across the river" in a tone of
gentle raillery. "Their attitude," he said,
"proves that the adoption of the proposed
charter would be beneficial to them and injuriousto us. Every day we hear of municipaldebts being incurred in Long Island
which are meant to be eventually saddled
on the city of New York.
"The commission have taken every statuteof this city, dumped it into the charterand declared that it would apply unless

inconsistent w'th some other provisions
of the instrument. Only the courts would
ever be able to determine where such inconsistencieslay. From personal considerations,every member of the Bar Asso1ciatlon ought to pray for the charter to go

through. It would furnish them with businessfor years to come!"
This sally provoked the first laugh of the

afternoon. It rippled from the audience
at the back through the ranks of grave
lawyers themselves and thence to the
Mayor, whose frame shook gently for
several seconds.

Wheeler H. Peckham was more oratorical
in his method than his predecessors. His
powerful face lowered with anger as he assertedthat no attempt had been made by
the framers of the charter to dr~ broad,
distinct line btween the powt f the
municipality and the'powers of -egis'ature.
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Simon Sterne wanted to know the neces- \

sity for the prodigious haste about the «

:harter. He pointed out that the cousoli- *

lation of London was under consideration
or sixteen years before the bill accomplish- '

ng the measure was passed. !

"This agitation of ours," he said, "shows 1

:hat those who have anything at stake look ^

vith alarm on this charter. But that
lidn't give the Legislature pause. To suit
tome political cause.I don't know what.it
svas put through withc^ being read and
3iuaieu."

Incisive, deliberate, forceful, the speech [
of Horace E. Deidnn made a deeper im-

presslon than any other. "With his keen
eyes fastened upon the Mayor and his
finger raised In warning, the smooth-faced,
white-haired lawyer made an appeal that
was intensely personal in tone.

"I am aware that in various capacities
you have passed on the various provisions
of this charter," he said. "Some of them
you have publicly condemned, and some

we may assume from your silence you
have approved. But your personal approvalshould not weigh with you at this
time.

A Very Personal Address.
"You are this city's sole safeguard in

the matter of legislative attack! I addressyou without compunction! I call
upon you to do your duty by this city as

you see it now.not as an inuiviuuui, uui

as the representative of this town."
Mr. Deming went on to ask the Mayor

how he would like to turn his private
business upside down against the advice
of the men whose judgment he valued
most. After referring to the provision for
a four-headed Police Commission, he exclaimed:
"I ask you what kind of charter this Is

for 3,000,000 of people to live under? None
can examine it without Indignation and
horror!
"Are we Cretans, to have any kind of

government thrust upon us simply by the
concert of certain powers? Our objection
is not to consolidation. Our objection is
to oppression. With all the law that will
have to be read into It, this charter will
be as bulky as the Revised Statutes of the
United States. Under it there will be no

tax levy in 1898 to pay current expenses. It
is clumsy, bulky, inarticulate, barbaric!
"Give us. the citizens of New York, an

opportunity to say how we would be governed,and let us not be driven like dumb
cattle into a slaughter pen!"
John M. Bowers declared that the charter

was so badly constructed that if It were

made law no citizen would be able to live
here in comfort and the enjoyment of his
rights for at least ten years.

It was announced that ex-Mayor Grace
felt so strongly on the subject of the charterthat, although confined to his bed i

bv crip, he had written a long letter on

the subject which he desired to be read to
the Mayor. Alfred E. Martin accordingly
read It. The letter was in the main an

arraignment of the Greater New York
idea, and not of the charter specifically.
The writer referred to the geographical
separation of the districts proposed to be
united as an argument against consolidation.In this respect the letter differed
from the speeches that had been made, for
the speakers had accepted the Greater
New York idea as the expressed will of the
people, and confined themselves to finding
fault with the charter. Mr. Grace dealt,
with the outlying districts separately with
a view to showing that they would not be
desirable accession to the territory of the
city. Visions of Patrick J. Gleason were

evidently conjured up at the mention of
his bailiwick, for this sentence provoked
an outburst of mirth:
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portion of Queens County known as Long
Island City is in every way undesirable as

a part of the future city of New York."
"It would probably take you more than

the whole term of your office." wrote Mr.
Grace, "if you were to becorar
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xtravagance in the broadest sense of the
vord, and that the multiplication of offices
md the division of responsibility will bring
ibsolute chaos."
Colonel William E. Rogers, representing

:he Union League Club, predicted dire resultsto the tax payers of the present city
f the charter were adopted. Alfred E.
tlartins and Richard Deeves spoke for the
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Hale, Weyler's Champion, Goes
to the Defence of the
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Washington, April 1..The general treaty

of arbitration was amended yesterday so
that Mr. Oiney and Lord Salisbury would
not recognize it; but not content with that
work, the Senate took another turn this
afternoon and punched a few more holes
in it.

It is now only a s^eli.not even a fair
enunciation of the principle of arbitration
over which Mr. Olney labored so zealously
and -about which Mr. Cleveland spoke so

eulogistically.
Chairman Davis pressed for a time when

the final vote should be taken, but objectionwa» >ffered, and the final vote seems
no now than when the treaty was

fir t the Scuate.
V Davis made hi" request,
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